of anaesthesia in the less economically developed countries of the world.
The first contributor, Angela Enright, (the current President of the World Federation of Societies of Anaesthesiologists) gives an excellent political overview of the functions of this 'UN like' body comprising 122 National Anaesthesia Societies.
Kelly McQueen (Harvard Humanitarian Initiative) provides a superb account of the place of anaesthesia in the global burden of surgical disease. Until recently the impact of surgical interventions on the global burden of disease had not been estimated. An estimate of 11% of the overall global burden of disease is thought to be a significant underestimation. But at least this metric provides traction for programs seeking resources for surgery and anaesthesia.
Philosophically The book is one of the International Anesthesiology Clinics series devoted to peripheral nerve blockade and as such is a compendium of review articles on the topic rather than a 'how to do it' manual. It is comprised of 10 reviews on a wide range of topics from developing a training program, use of ultrasound, catheter techniques, nerve injury and management of local anaesthetic toxicity. The reviews are concise and many are supported by summary tables of the literature. The book is complementary rather than competitive to more conventional regional anaesthesia texts. For readers who want to see diagrams or illustrations of techniques, this will be disappointing as there are few images. Rather, the chapters are textual summaries of a diverse range of topics relating to regional anaesthesia. At a single copy price of $176, this may seem expensive to the individual, though it would be a good text to have within a department library.
C. royse Melbourne, Victoria This is a great book on practical aspects of clinical research. Chapters were written predominantly by authors from The University of Texas South-Western Medical Centre in Dallas. While I have encountered books covering some of these topics, I have not encountered one that is as informative, practical and concise. The book also comes with an online connection to a searchable PDF version. The first chapter is on how to set yourself up as a researcher and the final chapter is a sensational guide to writing papers. In between are chapters that include research ethics, working with statisticians (not a "Stats for Dummies" chapter), data management and data monitoring. The emphasis on identifying the specific research question(s) is an important strength. The major drawback with this book is that several chapters examine regulatory points specific to the United States: while many principles apply to Australia and New Zealand, the relevant US authorities such as the Food and Drug Administration, associated legislation and forms in Appendices do not apply. Nonetheless, this book is a must for new researchers and a good resource for established researchers. The first and last chapters alone justify buying the book for departmental libraries. This book provides a pictorial overview of neuromodulatory procedures and is a step-by-step guide for the implanter. More than 200 photographic images adorn the 28 chapters which are divided into four parts.
Part one covers spinal cord stimulation. The first chapter briefly reviews the history of neurostimulation. Chapter two outlines the indications for spinal cord stimulation with discussion of patient suitability although psychosocial issues are inadequately addressed. Subsequent chapters present a pictorial guide to needle and lead placement, anchoring, tunnelling and pocketing. A discussion of complications follows. The final two chapters of part one discuss programming and surgical-based paddle leads. The role of trial stimulation as a prerequisite to permanent implantation has unfortunately been neglected.
Part two is titled "Neurostimulation: Peripheral Nerve and Peripheral Nerve Field Stimulation." An overview of techniques is followed by several chapters that include neuropathic foot pain and sacral nerve root stimulation.
Part three is titled "Neurostimulation: Stimulation of the Cranium and Head." This section presents short chapters on deep brain stimulation and motor cortex stimulation. A more detailed chapter on occipital nerve stimulation completes this section.
The fourth and final part details intrathecal drug delivery and follows the format of part one. The chapter on drug selection would have benefitted from a discussion of dealing with deteriorating symptoms. The final chapters concern pump refills and complications.
Overall the book is well presented and serves as a useful technical reference. It belongs in the library of all pain medicine departments and interventional practitioners.
F. thoMas Brisbane, Queensland
